Does antigenic overload exist? The role of multiple immunizations in infants.
There is no evidence that currently recommended vaccines overload or weaken the infant immune system. Infants have an enormous capacity to respond safely and effectively to multiple vaccines. The schedule for the administration of childhood vaccines is tailored to the unique developmental pattern of the infant immune system. Childhood vaccines provide immediate protection from common childhood illness and establish the foundation for lifelong immunity that develops with subsequent vaccination or infection. Widespread vaccination of infants and children represents a public health triumph of the 20th century. This fact must be reinforced continually by health care workers and parent education to help maintain progress in the 21st century.